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AREA  OF  DISTRICT  1,179  acres. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES— 3,042,  giving  6 to  a house. 
Householders  in  No.  3,042  x 6. 

POPULATION  18,252. 

Householders,  1895.  Population,  1895. 


( Quay 

1,519  x 6 

9,114 

DISTRICTS.  ] New  Town 

...  793  x6 

4,758 

v Colliery  . . . 

...  730  x 6 

... 

4,380 

Total 

Population 

18,252 

I. — VITAL  STATISTICS. 

During  the  year  1895,  there  were  registered  330  Deaths,  and  699 
Births. 

This  represents  an  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  or,  a natural 
increase  op  the  population  of  369.  There  were  47  more  Deaths  than 
in  1894,  and  32  more  Births. 

The  males  were  22  more  than  the  females  (in  1894,  21  more  females 
than  males). 

OF  THE  DEATHS,  176  were  males,  and  154  females,  24  having 
been  the  subject  of  Coroner’s  Inquests. 

In  1894  there  were  22  cases  coronered. 

THE  BIRTH-RATE  for  the  year  was  38*6  per  1,000. 

The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  303. 

For  the  33  Large  Towns,  31 -3. 

For  the  67  Smaller  Towns,  also  31*3  per  1,000. 

THE  DEATH-RATE  was  18*3  per  1,000. 

That  for  England  and  Wales  being  18*7. 

For  the  33  Large  Towns  it  was  20-6. 

And  for  the  67  Smaller  Towns  18  8 per  1,000  per  annum. 


COLLIERY.  NEW  TOWN.  QUAY. 
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QUARTERLY  MORTALITY. 


1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Hebburn  ... 

21*4 

163 

21-5 

138 

England  and 

Wales  ... 

22*8 

17*2 

17-4 

17-5 

MORTALITY  IN  RELATION  TO  AGE  AND  LOCALITY. 


I 

Under  1 year 

Jan. 

£ 

<D 

pH 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

O 

O 

> 

0 

Dec. 

Total. 

5 

3 

7 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

8 

8 

5 

4 

59 

>144 

1 year  & under  5 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

24 

5 „ 15 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

11 

15  „ 25 

1 

...  | 

1 1 

1 

1 

4 

25  „ 65 

6 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

36 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

4 

1 

...  1 1 

1 

1 

10 

r Under  1 year 

3 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

6 

5 

4 

1 

35 

^9i 

1 year  & under  5 

3 

1 

... 

i- 

2 

2 

1 

9 

5 „ 15 

... 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

15  „ 25 

2 

1 

1 

4 

25  „ 65 

2 

3 

1 

5 3 

6 

!••• 

1 

2 

2 

2 

27 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

4 

1 1 1 ... 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Under  1 year 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

9 

7 

1 

... 

41 

/>95 

1 year  & under  5 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

15 

5 „ 15 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

15  „ 25j  2 

1 

... 

3 

25  „ 65 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

17 

65  and  over 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

13 

32 

40 

25 

27 

27 

20 

26 

34 

35 

32 

15 

17 

330 
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In  scanning  the  table  given  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  healthiest 
months  have  been  November,  15  deaths;  December,  17  deaths;  and 
June,  20  deaths.  As  also  the  most  unhealthy,  were  February,  40 
deaths ; September,  35  deaths ; August,  34  deaths ; and  October,  32 
deaths. 

As  regards  February,  the  worst  month,  its  extraordinarily  severe 
weather  will  be  almost  as  fresh  in  all  minds  as  the  mildness  of  the  later 
months  of  the  year,  and  will  accordingly  account  for  much  in  the 
extremes  of  the  two. 

As  regards  August,  September,  and  October,  there  is  much  more  to 
be  said. 

Take  first  September,  the  worst.  The  most  noticeable  fact,  and,  but 
for  which  our  death-rate  for  the  year  would  have  been  very  small  indeed, 
is,  that  out  of  35  deaths,  actually  30  are  under  5 years  of  age,  and  of 
these  30,  22  are  under  1 year ; and  of  the  22,  as  many  as  8 are  under 
1 month. 

This  great  Infantile  Mortality  was,  I find,  mostly  due  to  an  epidemic 
of  Cholera  Infantum  or  Diarrohea,  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  generally  during  August,  September,  and  October. 

In  August,  of  34  deaths,  24  were  under  5 years,  and  of  these,  7 were 
under  1 year. 

In  October,  out  of  32  deaths,  24  were  under  6 years ; 5 being  under 
1 year;  and  in  both  these  months,  as  in  September,  the  cause  was 
chiefly  Diarrhoea. 

Apart  from  the  Infant  Mortality,  the  adult  Death-Rate  is  only  8*16 
per  1,000. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  number  of  Deaths  in  relation  to 
age  and  locality  as  compared  with  1894  and  1893. 
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Under 
1 Yr. 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and  25  and 

65  Yrs. 

YEAR. 

under 

under 

under  { under 

and 

TOTAL. 

5 Yrs. 

15  Yrs. 

25  Yrs.  65  Yrs. 

upwds. 

1893 

47 

22 

8 

6 

47 

8 

138 

QUAY  

1894 

30 

30 

12 

8 

31 

8 

119 

1895 

59 

24 

11 

4 

36 

10 

144 

1 

f 1893 

28 

18 

1 

5 

31 

11 

94 

NEW  TOWN 

1894 

22 

18 

7 

7 

28 

7 

89 

\ 

[1895 

39 

9 

4 

4 

27 

12 

91 

1 

[ 1893 

33 

22 

3 

8 

12 

4 

82 

COLLIERY 

1894 

14 

14 

6 

10 

13 

8 

75 

1 

[ 1895 

41 

15 

6 

3 

17 

13 

95 

Total  

1893 

108 

62 

12 

19 

90 

23 

314 

Total  

1894 

66 

62 

25 

25 

82 

23 

283 

Total  

1895 

135 

48 

21 

11 

80 

35 

330 

This  table  simply  bears  out  the  fact  of  the  increase  in  the  Infant,  and 
the  lowness  of  the  Adult,  Mortalities  as  compared  with  1893-94. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  Mortality  of  Infants  under  1 year,  measured  by  the  number  of 
Deaths  per  1,000  born,  was  193,  as  against  99  in  1894,  and  158  in  1893. 
For  England  and  Wales  it  was  161 ; for  the  33  Large  Towns,  182  ; and 
for  the  67  Smaller  Towns,  176,  per  1,000  born. 

The  percentage  of  the  total  Deaths  of  children  under  5 years,  was 
55 ‘4;  and  the  excessive  mortality  amongst  very  young  children  will  be 
seen,  when  I say  that  40 f9  per  cent,  of  the  total  Deaths  were  under  1 
year. 

This  great  Infantile  mortality  seems  to  have  been  pretty  general  from 
the  cause  already  stated,  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  dependent 
upon  local  sanitation  so  much  as  climatic  influences. 

MORTALITY  DUE  TO  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Total  number  of  deaths,  61.  In  1894  it  was  55,  and  in  1893,  69. 

The  rate  per  1000  for  1895  was  3.38;  for  1894,  it  was  3;  and  for 
1893,  3*83.  For  1892  it  was  as  high  as  5. 
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Here,  particularly,  the  Infantile  mortality  makes  a large  proportion, 
since  one  disease,  viz.,  Diarrhoea,  forms  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  Zymotic 
diseases. 

The  following  Table  will  show  the  deaths  and  death-rates  as  compared 
with  1893  and  1894. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 
for 

1893.  1894.  1895. 

Annual  Rate. 
1895. 
Hebburn. 

Zymotic  Rate,  1895. 

Hebbdrn.  E“gJSn.d 

and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

•05 

^ 3’38 

per  1000 

2.12 

per  1000 

Diphtheria  

3 

1 

•05 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

5 

1 

•05 

Erysipelas  

4 

1 

2 

•11 

Measles  

4 

27 

8 

•44 

Pertussis  

11 

16 

5 

•27 

Diarrhoea  & Dysentery 

34 

3 

43 

2-38 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

Cholera  

1 

69 

55 

61 

3-35 

DIARRHOEA  and  DYSENTERY.  These  were  43  in  number,  40 
more  than  in  1894,  and  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  Deaths. 

MEASLES.  Besides  DIARRHOEA,  this  was  the  only  disease  worthy 
of  notice.  The  cases  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  were 
the  last  of  the  epidemic  of  November  and  December,  1894.  They  were 
8 in  number,  as  against  27  in  1894. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  Five  cases,  against  16  in  1894,  and  11  in 
1893. 

ENTERIC  FEVER.  One  case,  which  died  in  Hospital.  In  1894 
there  were  5,  and  in  1893,  9 cases. 

MORTALITY  FROM  PHTHISIS  OR  TUBERCULOSIS.  There 
were  26  deaths  from  this  cause,  being  equal  to  1-44  per  1000.  In  1894 
there  were  33,  equal  to  l-83  per  1000. 


12 


BRONCHITIS,  PNEUMONIA,  or  PLEURISY.  As  usual,  this  is  a 
large  factor  in  the  causation  of  our  death-rate.  There  were  56  cases  in 
all,  as  compared  with  50  in  1894,  and  53  in  1893, 

HEART  DISEASE.  Total  number  of  deaths,  28 ; in  1894,  30,  and 
in  1893  only  18. 

INJURIES.  From  this  cause  there  were  only  4 cases  in  all,  while  in 
1894  there  were  13. 

ALL  OTHER  DISEASES.  155  deaths.  In  1894  there  were  100, 
and  in  1893,  137. 

Deaths  outside  the  District  of  people  belonging  to  it  : In  Union 
Workhouse,  Harton,  2 Females  and  8 Males;  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Sedgefield,  2 Males. 

The  corrected  total  number  of  Deaths  is,  therefore,  342,  and  the 
Death-rate  19  per  1000.  (See  Table  A for  Distribution  of  Cases.) 


(A)  TABLE  OP  DEATHS 

During  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Hebburn  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 
under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

•avxoi  g* 

83 

61 

44 

47 

56 

39 

183 

147 

•saseosxa  .ioqiO  IIY  gj 

40 

20 

19 

17 

33 

26 

92 

63 

•sounfaj  © 

: " h : 1 

rH  eo 

05 

rH 

■osBasia; 

: S 

• rH 

. CO 

• 00 
• CH 
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13 

14 

50  s 

| 00  1A 

27 

29 

•gisiqiqj  ® 

CO  05 

“ - 1 

| CO  rH 

03  t- 

•joao^  oi'j’BtunoqH  jg 

1 : 

: -« 

•iCjo^uos^a;  ,*• 

puB  BsoqjjBia: 

CO  <M 

<M  rH 

<N 

rH 

40 

3 

•qSnoo  SuidooqAV  £3 

CO  rH  | 

1"  = 

t*  iH 

•S01SB9I\[  ej 

- : 1 

I"  : 

1 = = 

00  I 

•SBiodiSiCja  H 

iH  iH 

= :'l 

rH  rH 
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Fevers. 

•[Biadjanj  d 

•SuisdBiaa  oo 

= : ! 

1 = : 

•panuiiuoo  t-: 

= : 

1 = = 

pioqdAj,  . 

ao  OMapug 

= : 1 

1 

: * 

•snqdifj,  vi 

•dnojo  • 

snouBjquiopi 

•Buaqiqdia  eo 

- : 

: - 

"BUI^BiaBOg  c4 
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l " : 

: 

'XOdUBUIg  rH 
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1 . . 1 . • 

| . . | . . 

•«* 

Under  5 
5 upwds 

Under  5 

5 upwds 

Under  5 
£ upwds 

Under  5 

5 upwds 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at 
subjoined  Ages. 

•spaBMdn  puB  39  Js 

o 

e* 

13 

35 

*39  aopun  puB  32  Sj 
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CO 

5 | § 
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•gi  jopun  puB  g «» 

s 

* 
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00 
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05 
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CO 
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135 
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rH 

05 

to 

05 

o 

CO 

CO 

Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Stat- 
istics ; public  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  localities. 

a. 

QUAY. 

Estimated  Population,  9,024. 

D.  Rate,  15.9. 

NEW  TOWN. 

Estimated  Population,  4,896. 

D.  Rate,  18.59. 

COLLIERY. 

Estimated  Population,  4,224. 

D.  Rate,  22.4. 

Totals  
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o 
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= = 1 

1 = = 

: : | : 
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Under  5 

5 upwds 

Under  6 

5 upwds 

to 

eo 

12 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the 
district  among  persons  be- 
longing thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
district  among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto. 
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II.  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
AND  MEASURES  TAKEN  FOR  ARRESTING  THEIR 

SPREAD. 


There  were  165  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1895,  as 
against  115  in  1894.  Of  the  165  cases  38  were  removed  to  the  Fever 
Hospital,  whereas  in  1894  only  16  cases  were  treated  in  the  Hospital. 

The  following  Table  will  show  the  Distribution  of  the  Cases  Notified. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued. 

Puerperal. 

Erysipelas. 

Total. 

( Quay  

6 

3 

9 

1st  Quarter  < New  Town 

3 

1 

4 

( Colliery  

{ Quay  

7 

8 

15 

2nd  Quarter  < New  Town 

3 

i 

1 

5 

( Colliery  

4 

2 

3 

9 

f Quay  

6 

1 

l 

9 

17 

3rd  Quarter  -!  New  Town 

15 

2 

l 

1 

19 

f Colliery  

19 

2 

5 

1 

27 

1 Quay  

16 

8 

24 

4th  Quarter  < New  Town 

3 

2 

5 

( Colliery  

29 

2 

31 

( Quay  

35 

1 

1 

28 

65 

Total  ...  < New  Town 

24 

2 

2 

5 

33 

( Colliery  

52 

4 

5 

2 

4 

67 

Total  Whole  District  

111 

7 

8 

2 

37 

165 

Of  the  above,  76  were  males  and  89  were  females. 

Distribution  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid 

Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid 

Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid 

Of  these  cases,  21  were  females  and  17  males, 
gives  a complete  Statement  of  the  Prevalance 
Infectious  Diseases.) 


QUAY 


NEW  TOWN 


COLLIERY 


17  cases. 

None. 

8 cases. 

1 case. 

10  cases. 

2 cases. 

(See  Table  B,  which 
and  Distribution  of 
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Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes  in  the 
several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Under  5 

5 upwds 

Under  5 
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Under  6 
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Popula- 
tion at 
all  ages. 
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Names  of  Locali- 

ties adopted  for 
the  purpose  of 

these  Statistics; 

public  Institu- 

tions being 
shown  as  separ- 

ate localities. 

(a.) 

Quay  

Pop.  9,024 

New  Town  (H.) 

Pop.  4,896 

Colliery 

Pop,  4,224 

Totals  

State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  ? February  5th,  1890. 
Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and 
fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  Sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in 
which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ; and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated  : Hebburn  Fever  Hospital,  in  the  New  Town. 
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MEASURES  TAKEN  FOR  PREVENTING  THEIR  SPREAD. 

Every  case  notified  has  been  visited,  first  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
supplied  with  disinfectants  and  printed  instructions,  and  afterwards,  at 
short  intervals,  by  myself,  often  accompanied  by  him,  especially  where 
necessary  to  order  changes  in  the  drainage  of  the  house  or  arrange  the 
isolation  of  the  patient  at  home. 

To  the  165  cases  notified,  the  Inspector  made  511  visits,  being  an 
average  of  3T  visits  to  each  case,  independently  of  my  own  visits,  which 
I would  approximately  state  at  about  230,  or  1*4  per  case,  being  a total 
to  each  case  of  4J. 

SCARLATINA.  There  were  111  notifications  of  this  disease  received 
during  1895. 

During  the  first  six  months  only  23  cases  were  notified.  In  the  third 
Quarter  there  were  40  cases,  and  in  the  last  Quarter  48. 

Of  the  total  number,  52  were  in  the  Colliery.  This  is,  of  course,  a 
big  total  in  proportion  to  the  population,  and  has  given  rise  to  enquiries 
and  much  discussion,  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  disproportion  is  easily 
explained.  In  the  first  place,  the  cases  all  over  have  been  of  a very  mild 
type,  sometimes  doubtful,  and  sometimes  entirely  overlooked  by  the 
parents ; in  the  second,  the  Colliery  houses  are  small,  inconvenient  for 
isolation,  and  very  crowded,  and  more  even  than  that,  the  Colliery 
people  have  shown  a marked  tendency  to  disregard  instructions  for 
isolation.  This  last  statement  I am  prepared  to  prove,  if  required  to 
do  so. 

In  the  Quay  there  were  35  cases,  and  in  the  New  Town  24.  The 
proportion  of  these  sent  to  Hospital  from  each  district  is  already  given, 
and  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  cause.  In  1894  there  were  only 
38  cases  in  all,  and  of  these  none  died.  In  1893  there  were  78  cases, 
and  in  1892,  219  with  7 deaths. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER.  There  were  only  8 cases  notified, 
of  which  3 were  removed  to  and  treated  in  the  Hospital.  Of  the  8, 
one  died.  In  1894  there  were  20  cases,  and  in  1893,  55. 

DIPHTHERIA.  7 cases  were  notified,  of  which  one  died,  viz.,  that 
in  the  Quay.  The  4 in  the  Colliery  were  very  slight;  indeed  one  of 
them  being  actually  frem  home  when  the  Inspector  first  called,  and 
none  of  them  were  more  than  a few  days  in  bed. 
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ERYSIPELAS.  37  cases  in  all.  28  from  the  Quay  ; 5 from  the 
New  Town;  and  4 from  the  Colliery.  In  1894  there  were  42  cases 
notified,  and  in  1893,  36. 

MEASLES.  Except  during  the  first  few  months  we  have  been  very 
free  from  Measles,  and  the  cases  heard  of  then  were  the  last  of  the 
Epidemic  of  1894. 

CONTINUED  FEVER.  2 cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  from 
the  Colliery  during  the  last  quarter. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  For  this  disease,  as  for  Measles,  there  is 
no  notification  made.  There  were,  however,  5 deaths  reported  from 
this  cause. 

RELAPSING  FEVER.  No  cases. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER.  No  cases. 

SMALLPOX  No  cases. 

HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  already  stated,  38  cases  were  removed  to  and  treated  in  the 
Hospital,  and  of  these  only  one — a case  of  Typhoid — died.  (See  Table 
of  Distribution  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital.) 

HOSPITAL  EXPENDITURE,  1895. 


£ s.  d. 

Food  and  Maintenance  ...  ...  ...  5016 

Wages  (Nurse,  &c.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  11  1 

Repairs  and  Replacements,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  43011 

Fuel  and  Lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  13  9 

Drugs  and  Disinfectants  ...  ...  ...  1521 

Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Ground  Rent  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  0 0 

Insurance  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Seeds  for  Grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 12  0 


£190  6 4 


Last  year’  was  £217  6s.  5d.,  but  this  included  a New  Water  Main,  £25  13  6 

a New  Fire  Hose,  5 14  6 

£31  8 0 

Last  year’s  Expenditure  as  compared  with  this,  was  therefore — 1894, 
£185;  1895,  £190;  but  in  1894  there  were  only  18  cases  treated 
in  Hospital,  whereas  in  1895  there  were  38.  In  both,  the  proportion 
of  cases  treated  in  Hospital  to  the  number  notified  is  small. 
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The  smallness  of  the  difference  in  the  expenditure  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  treated  is  of  course  due  to  the  fact  that,  independent 
of  the  cases,  the  up-keep  of  the  Hospital  is  every  year  about  the 
same,  and  it  is  nearly  as  cheap  to  treat  five  or  six,  as  one.  This 
brings  me  to  the  question  now  under  consideration  by  the  Council , 
viz.,  Hospital  Accommodation , and  upon  which  I was  requested  by  the 
Council  to  report.  My  report  was  as  follows: — 

Hebburn  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

REPORT  re 

HEBBURN  DISTRICT  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

May  6th,  1895. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  requested  by  the  Council,  I have  visited  the  Isolation 
Hospitals  of  South  Shields,  Jarrow,  and  Wallsend.  I am  very  sure  that 
if  the  members  of  the  Council  could  only  see  what  their  neighbours 
possess  as  means  of  Isolation  and  disinfection  and  still  not  considering 
themselves  perfect,  they  would  comprehend  the  striking  inferiority,  I 
may  say  uselessness,  of  those  at  present  serving  these  purposes  in 
Hebburn.  I think  before  entering  into  the  question  of  what  is  actually 
necessary  for  Isolation,  it  wrould  be  well  to  understand  that  nothing  at 
all  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  improving,  or  making  efficient  the  present 
Hospital.  As  to  this  fact  I have  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Hill  and  Dr. 
Turnbull,  who  both  agree  in  condemning  it,  at  any  rate  for  the  treat- 
ment of  more  than  one  disease,  and  they  suggest  that  as  it  fails  in 
all  the  requirements  for  effective  Isolation  (as  has  been  done  in  Jarrow), 
should  another  hospital  be  built,  it  could  be  usefully  retained  as  a 
Smallpox  Hospital  or  observation  ward. 

For  perfect  sanitation  in  an  Isolation  Hospital  it  is  estimated  that 
each  bed  requires  2,000  cubic  feet  air  space,  and  that  there  should  be 
one  bed  to  every  1,000  of  the  population.  This  would  reduce  our 
available  space  to  the  accommodation  of  about  eight  or  nine  beds 
instead  of  about  20  as  it  should  be. 
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It  is  also  required  that  each  ward  should  be  well  separated  from  each 
other,  although  they  may  be  under  the  same  roof  (see  plan),  the 
connection  with  the  administrative  block,  if  any,  being  open  passages. 
In  the  present  hospital  there  is  no  separation  other  than  their  wooden 
partitions,  either  from  each  other  or  from  the  sleeping  rooms  of  the 
attendants. 

In  consequence  of  these  defects  it  is  my  duty  strongly  to  impress 
upon  the  Council  the  danger  of  continuing  to  treat  more  than  one 
infectious  disease  in  the  present  Hospital,  especially  as  up  till  now  one 
nurse  has  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  all  the  cases,  e.g.,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  even  Diphtheria. 

A permanent  building  to  be  used  as  a fever  Hospital  is  seldom  built 
with  the  idea  of  treating  epidemics ; when  the  epidemic  stage  is  reached 
much  more  is  required.  The  essence  of  the  thing  is  prevention — the 
providing  of  accommodation  and  treatment  for  the  first  cases,  which,  if 
left  to  themselves,  would  cause  an  epidemic  in  the  most  Sanitary  of 
districts. 

Although  up  till  now  we  have  had  no  very  severe  epidemic,  we  can 
hardly  consider  ourselves  proof  against  such  a misfortune.  The  chief 
use  of  Isolation  Hospitals  is  to  free  the  community  from  infected 
persons.  It  differs  from  a general  Hospital  in  this,  that  patients  do  not 
go  voluntarily  but  may  be  compelled  to.  This  being  so,  it  is  obviously 
unfair  to  compel  a person  to  go  where  there  is  a danger  of  acquiring 
another,  perhaps  worse,  disease  than  the  one  from  which  he  suffers. 

As  I have  already  pointed  out,  this  danger  is  a real  one,  and  cases 
of  re-infection  might  have  occurred  frequently,  but  for  the  fact  that 
when  a case  of  Typhoid  or  such  like  is  sent  to  Hospital,  we  Isolate 
as  many  as  possible  of  other  infected  cases  at  their  own  homes. 
This,  of  course,  is  not  satisfactory,  and  only  lessens  the  danger  of 
spread.  I am  sure  none  of  you  under-rate  the  value  or  necessity  of 
Prevention,  and  recognizing  the  inadequacy  of  our  present  means,  I 
would  advise  that  a new  Hospital  be  built,  capable  of  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  the  present  or  even  of  the  near  future,  of  a growing  town 
like  Hebburn.  The  present  one  could  be  retained  for  whatever  purpose 
it  might  be  found  most  suitable. 

Another  need  which  is  sorely  felt,  is  an  apparatus  for  the  perfect 
disinfection  of  the  clothes  and  bedding  of  infected  houses.  Dr.  Hill  in 
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his  yearly  report  says — “Very  few  districts  are  at  present  equipped  with 
an  efficient  apparatus  for  disinfecting  infected  bedding  and  clothing. 
This  is  almost,  if  not  quite  as  essential  as  an  Isolation  Hospital,  in  fact 
no  Hospital  fulfils  its  object  without  one.” 

In  South  Shields  they  possess  the  “ Lyon’s  Patent  Disinfector.”  A 
large  iron  chamber  with  a steam  jacket,  into  which  steam  is  forced  and 
afterwards  let  into  the  chamber  where  the  clothing,  etc.,  are.  The  heat 
produced  is  very  many  degrees  above  boiling  point,  and  disinfection  is 
perfect.  In  Jarrow  they  have  only  a drying  chamber,  but  it  also  is 
capable  of  heating  very  strongly,  although  not  much  good  as  a Disinfector. 

The  South  Shields  one  is  large  and  very  expensive,  but  I find  that 
even  the  small  ones  are  usually  more  complicated,  and  nearly  as 
expensive  as  the  large  ones.  I am  informed,  however,  that  they  can 
often  be  got  second  hand.  Another,  and  much  cheaper  disinfecting 
apparatus  has  recently  been  recommended  to  me  by  Dr.  Hill.  It  is 
called  “The  Recks  Disinfector,”  and  only  costs  about  £100.  It  is 
worked  at  a very  low  pressure,  and  from  the  experiments  tried  at 
Stafford  and  in  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway,  it  seems  to  be 
thoroughly  reliable  in  its  action.  In  any  case  the  importance  of  such 
an  apparatus  cannot  be  over  estimated,  besides  saving  the  destruction 
of  bedding,  etc.  I am  sure  that  the  continued  spread  of  infection  in 
large  families,  which  takes  place  after  one  member  has  been  infected, 
would  be  stopped.  At  present,  when  one  of  a family  is  sent  to  Hospital, 
the  others  frequently  follow  up  to  three  or  four  in  number,  and  that  in 
spite  of  the  most  careful  fumigation,  etc. 

The  plan  here  given  is  after  the  model  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  represents  the  smallest  number  of  buildings  compatible 
with  the  number  of  beds  required,  viz. : twenty-two.  It  also  admits  of 
unlimited  extension.  The  Isolation  and  Ward  Blocks  must  each  be  40 
feet  from  the  Boundary  Fence.  (See  Plan.) 

GEORGE  N.  WILSON,  M.B.C.M., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Hebburn  District  Council. 


O/S/NFECT/NG  CHAMBER 
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As  the  Council  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  present  building,  I 
suggested  that  it  be  retained  as  a “ Ward  Block,”  and  only  the 
Isolation  Block  and  the  Disinfecting  Apparatus,  which  latter  is  even 
more  necessary  than  the  rest,  be  built  at  present.  We  would  then  be 
able  to  treat  at  least  three  separate  Infectious  Diseases,  instead  of  only 
one  as  at  present. 


III. -GENERAL  SANITATION. 

In  considering  the  general  sanitation  of  the  district,  I think  even 
the  most  determined  pessimist  must  admit  a certain  gradual  improve- 
ment. To  be  practical,  without  pointing  out  all  the  changes,  I might 
name  a few. 

First,  if  I may  judge  from  the  fewness  of  the  complaints,  the  ash- 
pits and  privies  have  recently  been  more  frequently  cleaned,  and 
I think  I can  honestly  say,  more  thoroughly,  although  in  the  future 
we  expect  even  more  thoroughness.  I mean,  of  course,  when  we 
have  our  own  carts  and  horses. 

Secondly,  without  taking  each  district  separately,  many  nuisances 
have  been  attended  to,  and  abated.  Ash-pits  have  been  cemented, 
drains  repaired,  and  insanitary  places  removed,  e.y.,  the  smaller 
pond,  between  the  railway  and  Argyle  Street  (which  has  been  filled 
in),  and  no  new  ash-pits  or  such  like  have  been  built. 

The  Colliery  has  taken  up  much  of  the  Council’s  time  and  deliber- 
ation, certainly  with  good  reason,  as  the  statistical  part  of  my  report 
shows;  but  are  other  collieries  much  better?  Not  that  I wish  to 
forward  this  as  a reason  why  ours  should  not  be  better,  but  only  to 
remind  us  that  it  is  a remnant  of  “old  things,”  and  that  whereas 
it  is  impossible  to  make  a clean  sweep,  and  build  a new  colliery,  as 
long  as  it  is  receiving  its  fair  amount  of  attention,  and  its  deficiencies 
and  insanitariness  recognised,  the  “ old  ” will  soon  pass  away,  and 
that  too  without  embarrassing  owners. 

The  town  is  increasing,  and  while  we  abate  nuisances,  &c.,  and 
build  places  according  to  our  more  recent  ideas  of  sanitation,  the 
older  ones  will  soon  be  left  unused  and  so  pass  away. 
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STORAGE  AND  REMOVAL  OF  EXCREMENTAL 
AND  OTHER  REFUSE. 

What  was  possible  has  been  done  in  the  replacing  of  open  ash-pits 
by  dry  closets,  e.g .,  all  those  behind  Ellison  and  Foster  Streets  (be- 
longing to  Hawthorn,  Leslie  & Co.)  have  been  so  dealt  with.  Similarly 
those  between  Carr  Street  and  Lyon  Street  (belonging  to  Miss  Bewick). 
These  last  were  very  unhealthy  indeed,  and  long  a source  of  complaint. 

DRY  CLOSETS.  ASH  PITS. 


1894. 

1895. 

(Difference) 

1894. 

1895. 

(Difference). 

QUAY 

1141 

1268 

(127) 

152 

130 

(22) 

NEW  TOWN  ... 

358 

376 

(18) 

233 

221 

(12) 

COLLIERY  ... 

16 

17 

(1) 

576 

574 

(2) 

1515 

1661 

(146) 

961 

925 

(36) 

I think  there  can  be  now-a-days  no  question  as  to  the  insanitariness 
of  the  huge  accumulations  of  matter,  a great  proportion  of  them 
organic,  and  capable  of  putrefaction,  which  these  open  ash-pits  are  made 
to  receive.  Many  of  them  have  no  concrete  bottoms,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  the  noxious  gases,  oozing  into  the  subsoil,  are 
drawn  into  the  houses  by  meaus  of  the  suction  caused  by  the  heating 
of  the  houses.  However,  impossible  as  it  is  to  condemn  them  whole- 
sale, it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that,  year  by  year,  they  are  being 
replaced  by  the  more  sanitary  dry  closets. 

GEO.  N.  WILSON,  M.B.C.M., 


M.  0.  //.,  Hebburn  Urban  Sanitary  District. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


o the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
^District  Council  of  SHebburn  : 

Gentlemen, 

[ beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 895. 

BAKE  HOUSES. 

These  are  kept  in  a clean  and  good  condition 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  are  kept  in  a clean  condition, 
and  orders  which  were  given  by  me  attended  to. 

COW  SHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

These  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  I have  always  found  them  in 
a clean  and  good  condition,  and  also  the  vessels  used  for  storing  and 
measuring  the  milk. 

PATIENTS  REMOVED  TO  THE  HOSPITAL. 

38  patients  have  been  removed  to  the  Hospital,  viz. : — Typhoid 
Fever,  3;  Scarlet  Fever,  35.  The  houses  from  which  they  were 
removed,  and  also  the  ambulance  van,  was  immediately  afterwards 
disinfected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  165  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year.  Each  has  been  attended  to,  and  disinfectants  and  printed 
instructions  supplied.  I have  fumigated  41  houses  after  the  patients 
had  recovered,  or  had  been  removed  to  the  Hospital ; and  the  others 
were  disinfected  under  my  supervision  by  the  occupiers  themselves.  I 
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have  made  467  visits  to  infected  houses,  to  see  if  proper  precautions 
were  being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  ; and  45  were 
also  made  by  my  predecessor.  Total — 511. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  ACT. 

I have  frequently  visited  the  Piggeries  in  the  district,  and  have  on 
several  occasions  ordered  the  cleansing  of  the  same,  which  was  always 
attended  to.  The  swine  all  appeared  in  a healthy  condition. 

NUISANCES. 

The  following  notices  to  abate  Nuisances  have  been  served,  15  of 
which  were  served  by  my  predecessor  : — 


To  fix  ash  closet  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

„ clear  choked  yard  drains  ...  ...  ...  33 

„ repair  dilapidated  privies  ...  ...  ...  11 

„ repair  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

„ supply  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  13 

„ repair  or  cement  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

„ cleanse  dirty  yards  and  outhouses  ...  ...  55 

„ repair  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ cease  putting  diseased  fruit  into  ash  closets  ...  1 

„ remove  offensive  refuse  or  manure  ...  ...  3 

Stagnant  ponds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stagnant  ditch  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  ...  204 


PROCEEDINGS  BEFORE  THE  MAGISTRATES. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  four  persons  for  keeping  their  out- 
houses in  a foul  state.  They  were  each  ordered  to  abate  the  nuisance 
and  to  pay  the  costs. 

ASHPITS  AND  DRY  CLOSETS. 

There  has  been,  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  146  dry  closets,  and 
a decrease  of  36  ashpits.  43  dilapidated  ashpits  and  about  CO  privies 
were  either  re-built  or  repaired  at  the  Colliery.  A good  many  ashpits 
were  cemented  out,  both  at  the  Quay  and  New  Town.  The  whole  of 
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the  ashpits  at  the  back  of  Ellison  and  Forster  Streets  belonging  to 
Messrs  Hawthorn,  Leslie  & Co , have  been  replaced  by  dry  closets. 
The  number  of  ashpits  and  dry  closets  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 


DRY  CLOSETS. 

ASHPITS. 

New  Town 

376 

221 

Quay 

1268 

130 

Colliery 

17 

574 

Total 

1661 

925 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT, 

1890. 

Two  cases  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  were  reported  during 
the  year,  one  of  which  has  been  closed,  and  the  other  is  being  dealt 
with. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  drainage  in  several  streets  at  the  Colliery  is  being  re-arranged, 
which  will  result  in  a great  number  of  large  brick  gullies  (some  of  which 
were  nothing  less  than  small  cesspools)  being  replaced  by  properly 
trapped  cast-iron  gullies. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  HARDING. 


